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OVERVIEW
Always in plain view, but not always noticed, wood utility poles have been the backbone of the electric distribution system
since the mid-19th century with the installation of the telegraph system. Today, with new technology, standards, and materials,
it is getting increasingly difficult for utilities to determine what is best for not only their company, but most importantly, their
customers.
Please join us for our 2nd annual conference on wood utility poles. The focus of this conference is to educate pole owners
on a wide range of best practices regarding their assets. Utility representatives will share their insight on topics including
asset management, especially pertaining to coordination between telecommunication companies and third party attachers,
training and recruiting new linemen, as well as their experiences involving natural disaster response. The program will also
provide industry experts insights on how to best manage assets while saving on costs. Osmose and Cox Industries focus on the
importance of asset management and pole disposal programs that save pole owners time and money. This conference is intended
to provide pole owners with an unbiased look at what the future holds for wood utility poles and how to manage their current
systems.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
•
•
•
•
•
•

Discuss the various disposal practices in use today
Review the new standards on pole attachments
Identify best practices for recruiting and training new lineman
Describe how to prepare for a disaster
Identify pole inspection methods
Recognize the future challenges of wood pole disposal

WHO SHOULD ATTEND
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Distribution engineers
Operations managers
Directors of operations and engineering
Line staking engineers
Consulting engineers
Legal advisors
Pole procurement specialists
Asset/Investment recovery specialists

REGISTER TODAY! CALL 303-770-8800 OR VISIT WWW.EUCI.COM
EUCI | 4601 DTC Blvd., Suite 800 | Denver, CO 80237
www.euci.com | p: 303-770-8800 | f: 303-741-0849
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AGENDA
TUESDAY, MARCH 6, 2018
8:00 - 8:30 am 		

Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:30 - 9:15 am 		

Methods of Pole Treatment during Manufacturing
Discuss how wood poles are selected from the forest, manufactured, and treated in North America.
Review the preservative treatment process, and preservatives used for utility poles today and for future
use.
Kevin Ragon, Executive Director, Southern Pressure Treaters’ Association

9:15 -10:00 am 		

Wood Utility Poles: How Long Do They Last?
Wood poles are designed to remain in service for decades. The length of the service life of a pole
depends on many factors. It is also possible to extend this life through inspection and remediation. This
presentation will review studies on wood pole service life, the benefits of remediation and an overview
of environmental/economic impacts of wood and alternative materials for poles.
Butch Bernhardt, Senior Program Manager at Western Wood Preservers Institute

10:00 - 10:15 am

Morning Break

10:15 - 11:00 am

Distribution Wood Pole Asset Management Coordination Between Telecom and Electric Utilities
This session will provide an overview of asset management coordination activities between telecom
and electric utilities with regard to distribution wood poles. Some items to be covered in this session
include engineering standards, joint ownership/use, engineering/siting responsibilities, construction
techniques, inspection/maintenance, and emergency replacement of distribution wood poles with
a specific focus on the coordination of these activities between telecom and electric utilities. The
experiences of Eversource Energy will be used to highlight examples of these asset management
activities.
Lauren Gaunt, Principal Engineer, Eversource Energy

11:00 am - 12:00 pm

Comprehensive Pole Asset Management, Including Program Financing & Risk Management
This presentation will provide information on in-service inspection and in-service maintenance along
with the financial aspects of funding the program as well as the financial benefits received.
John Cancian, Director, Decision Science & Risk Management, Osmose

12:00 - 1:00 pm 		

Group Luncheon

1:00 - 1:45 pm 		

Utility Pole Fire Mitigation
The presentation will discuss some of the contributing factors to the increased number of fire related
incidents to utilities in recent years. The speaker will also evaluate cost perspective associated with fire
damage including pole replacement and the loss of revenue. As well as a review of some of the actions
taken and options available to help mitigate the effects of utility pole fires and their effect on the grid.
Tim Carey, Product Manager, Lonza Wood Protection, Inc.
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AGENDA
TUESDAY, MARCH 6, 2018 (CONTINUED)
1:45 - 2:30 pm 		

Undergrounding Power Systems
Repeated studies have demonstrated that undergrounding overhead power systems is not cost
effective. However, some jurisdictions, notably the District of Columbia is working on undergrounding
projects. This presentation will discuss drivers of the undergrounding project, partnership between the
City Government and the local utility, and methods used for undergrounding.
Kevin Mara, Vice President, Hi-Line Engineering

2:30 - 2:45 pm 		

Afternoon Break

2:45 - 3:30 pm 		

Using Unmanned Aerial Vehicles for Pole Inspections
UAVs are a technology that has created a lot of interest for utilities. With over 40% of the nation’s
distribution lines and average density of just over 7 customers/mile, cooperatives have a keen interest
the use of UAVs for line inspection and patrol. Learn about some of the ideas being tried and where
things may be heading.
Robert Harris, PE, Principal Engineer, Transmission and Distribution, NRECA

3:30 - 4:15 pm 		

Training and Recruiting Lineman
Where will the next generation of Electrical Lineworkers come from? Our industry is in a significant
predicament with the aging work force with seasoned and highly skilled workers preparing for
retirement, and leaving the trade. Karl Douglas is a Manager of Regional Operations from Eversource
Energy, and has been an integral part of searching for innovative ways to attract younger workers into
the profession. In early 2017, Eversource partnered with the IBEW and Manchester Community College
to launch a Lineworker Certificate Program designed to attract younger workers into the trade. There is
an enormous need for younger workers throughout the industry, and this very successful program has
already paid dividends by placing prospective Lineworkers into the trade.
Karl Douglas, Manager of Regional Operations, Eversource Energy
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AGENDA
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7, 2018
8:00 - 8:30 am 		

Continental Breakfast

8:30- 9:15 am 		

Critical Moments for Electric Utilities: Preparing for and Responding to Emergency Events
This interactive session will focus on the most crucial function of electric service providers, how to get
the power back on as quickly as possible following storms and other emergency events. Using case
studies and sharing information from the presenters 30 years of experience in this field, this session will
explore the role that we all play in this vital function, as well as a look at what we can expect to see in
the near future. Come prepared to not only learn about best practices in the industry, but also to share
your insights and experience!
Jim Salmon, VP Utility Relations, Holland Power Services

9:15 - 10:00 am 		

Eversource Energy Line Extension Policies In Connecticut, New Hampshire, and Massachusetts
This conference session will summarize, compare, and contrast the line extension policies of Eversource
Energy subsidiaries in Connecticut, New Hampshire, and Massachusetts. Emphasis will be on the
division of responsibilities between the electric and phone companies with regard to “Who sets the
poles?” and “Who trims the trees?”, the length of extensions at no cost to customers (if any), and an
introduction to the tariffed costs and customer contributions in aid of construction for line extensions in
each of these subsidiaries.
Lauren Gaunt, Principal Engineer, Eversource Energy

10:00 - 10:15 am

Morning Break

10:15 - 11:00 am

Wildlife and Power Lines: Preventing Outages
Animal-caused outages are a persistent threat to electric system reliability. Animals cause nearly one
in ten outages, and annual costs to electric utilities are conservatively estimated to be $45 million or
more. Utilities may also face significant fines for bird electrocutions. This presentation will address
common animal outage problems and solutions which are designed to last. Common animal protection
misapplications will be covered, as well as legal liabilities.
Rick Harness, Certified Wildlife Biologist, EDM International, Inc.

11:00 am - 12:00 pm

Overview of Future Challenges of Wood Pole Disposal
Developing a thoughtful approach to the proper disposal of wood utility poles requires an
understanding of pole manufacturing processes, regulatory compliance requirements, available
disposal options and their probable costs, and company sustainability goals. This presentation will
discuss:
•
How utilities can integrate thinking on these topics to develop a long term strategic approach to
pole disposal
•
The importance of considering pole disposal issues during the new pole purchasing process
•
How to achieve potential cost savings by taking a Total Lifecycle approach to new pole and disposal
costs
Barry Breede, Chief Marketing & Innovation Officer, Cox Recovery
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INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS
Case Studies and PowerPoint presentations will be used at this event.

REQUIREMENTS FOR SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION
Participants must sign in/out each day and be in attendance for the entirety of the conference to be eligible for continuing
education credit.

IACET CREDITS
EUCI has been accredited as an Authorized Provider by the International Association for Continuing Education
and Training (IACET). In obtaining this accreditation, EUCI has demonstrated that it complies with the ANSI/IACET
Standard which is recognized internationally as a standard of good practice. As a result of their Authorized Provider
status, EUCI is authorized to offer IACET CEUs for its programs that qualify under the ANSI/IACET Standard.
EUCI is authorized by IACET to offer 0.9 CEUs for the conference.

REGISTER 3, SEND THE 4TH FREE
Any organization wishing to send multiple attendees to this event may send 1 FREE for every 3 delegates registered. Please note
that all registrations must be made at the same time to qualify.

EVENT LOCATION
A room block has been reserved at the Renaissance Providence Hotel, 5 Ave of the Arts, Providence, RI 02903, for the nights of
March 5-6, 2018. Room rates are US $189, plus applicable tax. Call 1-866-630-0704 or click here for reservations and mention the
EUCI event to get the group rate. The cutoff date to receive the group rate is February 5, 2018 but as there are a limited number of
rooms available at this rate, the room block may close sooner. Please make your reservations early.

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Do you want to drive new business through this event’s powerful audience? Becoming a sponsor or exhibitor is an excellent
opportunity to raise your profile before a manageably sized group of executives who make the key purchasing decisions for their
businesses. There is a wide range of sponsorship opportunities available that can be customized to fit your budget and marketing
objectives, including: Platinum, gold, or VIP sponsor, Reception host, Networking break host, Tabletop exhibit, Workshop sponsor,
Lanyard sponsor, Luncheon host and Breakfast host.
Please contact Lacy Gentry at lgentry@euci.com or 720-988-1243 for more information.
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REGISTRATION INFORMATION

EVENT LOCATION

Mail Directly To:
EUCI
4601 DTC Blvd., Ste. 800
Denver, CO 80237
OR, scan and email to: conferences@euci.com
Please make all checks payable to: EUCI

A room block has been reserved at the Renaissance
Providence Hotel, 5 Ave of the Arts, Providence, RI 02903,
for the nights of March 5-6, 2018. Room rates are US $189,
plus applicable tax. Call 1-866-630-0704 or click here for
reservations and mention the EUCI event to get the group
rate. The cutoff date to receive the group rate is February 5,
2018 but as there are a limited number of rooms available
at this rate, the room block may close sooner. Please make
your reservations early.

WWW.EUCI.COM
p: 303-770-8800
f: 303-741-0849

PLEASE REGISTER

ENERG ZE WEEKLY

2018 OPERATIONAL BEST PRACTICES FOR WOOD
UTILITY POLES CONFERENCE
March 6-7, 2018: US $1395,
Early bird on or before February 16, 2018: US $1195

EUCI’s Energize Weekly e-mail newsletter compiles and reports
on the latest news and trends in the energy industry. Newsletter
recipients also receive a different, complimentary course
presentation every week on a relevant industry topic. The
presentations are selected from a massive library of more than
1,000 current presentations that EUCI has gathered during its 30
years organizing courses.

I'M SORRY I CANNOT ATTEND, BUT PLEASE EMAIL ME A LINK
TO THE CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS FOR US $295

Sign me up for Energize Weekly

How did you hear about this event? (direct e-mail, colleague, speaker(s), etc.)
Print Name		

Job Title

Company
What name do you prefer on your name badge? 			
Address
City

State/Province

Zip/Postal Code

Phone		

Country

Email

List any dietary or accessibility needs here
CREDIT CARD INFORMATION
Name on Card		

Billing Address		

Account Number		

Billing City
Security Code (last 3 digits on the back of
Visa and MC or 4 digits on front of AmEx)

Exp. Date
OR Enclosed is a check for $

Billing State

Billing Zip Code/Postal Code

to cover

registrations.

Substitutions & Cancellations
Your registration may be transferred to a member of your organization up to 24 hours in advance of the event. Cancellations must be received on or before February
2, 2018 in order to be refunded and will be subject to a US $195.00 processing fee per registrant. No refunds will be made after this date. Cancellations received after
this date will create a credit of the tuition (less processing fee) good toward any other EUCI event. This credit will be good for six months from the cancellation date.
In the event of non-attendance, all registration fees will be forfeited. In case of course cancellation, EUCI’s liability is limited to refund of the event registration fee
only. For more information regarding administrative policies, such as complaints and refunds, please contact our offices at 303-770-8800.
EUCI reserves the right to alter this program without prior notice.
EUCI | 4601 DTC Blvd., Suite 800 | Denver, CO 80237
www.euci.com | p: 303-770-8800 | f: 303-741-0849
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